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Promoting Laker success
GV receives grant to support students who have been in foster care
BY JENNA FRACASSI
ASSOCIA TE@LANTHORN.COM

rand Valley State Uni
versity has recently been
awarded a $375,000 grant
to fund an initiative de
signed to support students who
have experienced foster care. The
three-year program, titled “Fos
tering Laker Success,” is funded
through the Michigan Department
of Health and Human Services.
Sharalle Arnold, associate direc
tor of the Gayle R. Davis Center for
Women and Gender Equity, and
Mamie Parris-Bingle, academic
advisor for TRiO Student Support

G

Services, partnered together to co
author the grant. This was done in an
effort to join the statewide initiative
Fostering Success Michigan.
GVSU’s Fostering Laker Success
program will provide holistic servic
es for studenLs who have experienced
foster care, essentially helping them
with whatever needs they have in
college. There will also be a team of
peer mentors available to work with
students, and a large portion of the
grants funds are going toward hiring
an independent life skills coach.
“The independent living skills
coach will be a new hire at GVSU
that will support case management
and programming,” Arnold said.

“The coach will support up to 25
students that have prior experience
with foster care. So whether they’ve
aged out, are exiting a home or en
tering college, this will be their op
portunity to get the resources and
the support that they need so that
they persist and graduate.”
The Fostering Laker Success
life skills coach is expected to be
hired and trained by the start of
the fall 2017 semester.
Parris-Bingle, who has ex
perience working with foster
care students, said the program
includes a lot of liaison work to
help students navigate college,
which she said can be difficult

MOBILE // LANTHORN.COM

without role models or parents.
“I’ve been studying these popula
tions for so long because I work for
TRiO programs, so I’ve had students
over the years who had been in foster
care or were orphaned, and there’s
just a lot more, I would say, pitfalls
for those studenLs,” Parris-Bingle
said. “They don’t have safety nets like
other people, as far as someone to
turn to if something doesn’t go well.
In college they sometimes
don’t have the emotional sup
port that they need to know that
sometimes you’re going to fail.”

SEE

I A2

ESTABLISHING A SUPPORT SYSTEM Sharalle Arnold, left, and Marnie Parris-Bingle, right, wrote a grant to establish support systems for students from the foster
care system. An independent life skills coach will be hired to work with students starting in the fall 2017 semester. COURTESY | university COMMUNICATIONS
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New app to streamline
communication
between farmers and
migrant workers
GV student partners
with West Ml resident to
develop the tech
BY DREW SCHERTZER
DSCHERTZER@LANTHORN.COM

Farmers need physical labor to
help them pick certain crops and
vegetables. Migrant workers con
sequently travel anywhere from
Texas to Michigan and everywhere
in between looking for work. But,
arguably, there isn’t currently an
efficient way for migrant workers
and farmers to communicate.
This is why Feliciano Paredes,
a resident of West Michigan, has
worked with Grand Valley State Uni
versity graduate student Xiaomei
Huang to develop an app. The app,
“AgHelp,” is currently undergoing
beta testing and seeks to bridge the
gap between farmers and workers.
“The biggest pain farmwork
ers have is that they come into a
new location and don’t know any
one or where to access resources,”
Paredes said. “Now, they can ac
cess resources by typing in the
city, state or zip code on the app.”
Paredes was a farmworker until
he was 18 years old. His family of
four brothers and four sisters trav
eled to Texas, Florida and Georgia,
he said. Paredes said many families
don’t always know if the farm they
travel to will have work for them to
do or housing for them. This gave
him the idea to create an app so
families could find out this infor
mation in advance.
The old methods for farmwork
ers looking for employment have
been word-of-mouth or posting fly
ers at local establishments, Paredes
said. He thinks this process can be
made more efficient through the use
of his app. Paredes took his idea and
met up with Huang to develop it.
“This app will assist migrant farm
workers to locate resources more
conveniently and help growers find
and retain laborers,” Huang said. “It

SEE APP | A2
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GV, Consumers Energy open
leadership center on Pew Campus
BY KAYLA TUCKER
NE WS@LAN THORN. COM

Grand Valley State University and
Michigan-based Consumers Energy
have teamed up and opened a leader
ship center on the university’s down
town Grand Rapids campus.
The John G. Russell Leadership
Center, located on Front Avenue
Southwest just past the L. William
Seidman Center, will serve as a hub
for Consumers Energy employees
to learn key leadership skills as they
work in the company. The building
is named after a former president of
Consumers Energy.
“Just the overall flow of the City
of Grand Rapids was very attractive
to the company, and it seemed like
the location to build a leadership
center,” said Stacy Mowrer, director
of learning and development at the
leadership center.
While Consumers Energy has
three technical training hubs across
the state, this is the first leadership
training center in Michigan, mean
ing employees will come from all over
the state to train in Grand Rapids.
The purpose of all the hubs is to iden

tify skills gaps of employees within the
company and then “internally certify”
them through educational programs.
“We were looking for an area that
could become the hub for leader
ship development, where our lead
ers would really be able to separate
themselves, ... come to a place
where we would create a whole ex
perience for them, where they could
really focus on their own roads to
development,” Mowrer said.
Mowrer said on average, there are
100 to 150 employees training in the
hub each week. The programs are
cohort-based, so one group of leaders
trains for a week and then comes back
in four to six weeks to reevaluate.
The programs are taught from a
“transition-based approach,” meaning
leaders are shown how to handle lead
ership at each level.
“The first critical transition for any
individual is the first time they be
come a leader, so that’s what we call
‘transition one,”’ Mowrer said.
The second critical transition is
when the leader starts to lead oth
er leaders, and the third is when
the leader becomes the leader of
an entire organization.

Just some of the key skills that are
taught in the hub include communica
tion, accountability, trust, team build
ing and ethical leadership.
“It’s a state-of-the-art facility incor
porating state-of-the-art technology to
really create engaging learning experi
ences,” Mowrer said. “There’s a variety
of collaborative work spaces depend
ing on individual or group prefer
ences. We have an interactive space on
the first floor. It’s called ‘Connections,’
which is really all about the operations
of our company and the service we
provide for our customers.”
Matt McLogan, GVSU vice presi
dent for university relations, said the
partnership between Consumers En
ergy and GVSU started three years ago
when the idea was presented to GVSU
President Thomas Haas. He then rec
ommended it to the Board of Trustees,
which approved it, and construction
on the hub began in 2015. The doors
opened Friday, April 28, of this year.
“We’re certainly hoping there are
opportunities for internships (for stu
dents),” Mclxigan said. “Consumers
Energy has a long history of hiring
Grand Valley graduates.”
While Mowrer said there isn’t cur
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A colorful, interactive walk-through display of the compa
ny’s mission and work educates all who come to the center, gvl | kayla tucker

rently a solid plan of involvement for
students, there is an internship pro
gram available.
“We have a pretty robust internship
program, and I know that Grand Val
ley students have participated in it as
well,” Mowrer said.

While the new center is a hub of ac
tivity right now, the contract between
the company and the university solidi
fies that after 40 years of being open,
Consumers Energy will sell the build
ing to GVSU for $1.
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INCREASED CLASS SIZE IN GV POLICE ACADEMY
The Grand Valley State University Police Academy is
conducted annually during the spring/summer se
mesters from May through August. The GVSU Police
Academy’s 2017 class is the largest in more than 13 years
with 40 recruits and is also one of the most diverse.
Thirteen recruits are already employed by area law
enforcement agencies that are sponsoring their training
because the academy is introducing innovative train
ing methods and techniques that are setting the bar
for law enforcement education. GVSU's academy goes
beyond the mandatory minimum training requirement
of 594 hours set by the Michigan Commission on Law
Enforcement Standards, instead providing 653 hours of
instruction in 16 weeks.
NEW SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCED IN RETIRING
PROFESSOR’S HONOR
Retiring director of the Frederik Meijer Honors
College, Jeffrey Chamberlain, is being honored with
a scholarship in his name for his time at Grand Valley
State University.
Chamberlain’s career at GVSU began 10 years ago
when he transitioned from a small school to teaching
at the honors college at GVSU. He is now being hon
ored with the Jeff Chamberlain Frederik Meijer Honors
College Alumni Endowed Scholarship.
Chamberlain’s last day at GVSU will be Tuesday, July
25, and from there he will be teaching at the University
of Northern Florida.
GV RECEIVES GOLD STATUS AWARD FOR SUSTAIN
ABILITY
Grand Valley State University’s Office of Sustainability
has won national gold status for sustainability practice
for the third time in a row by The Sustainability Tracking,
Assessment and Rating System (STARS).
STARS tracks colleges for their sustainability prac
tices based on education and research, management of
energy, waste, buildings, etc.
GVSU’s score has increased this year from 66.05
to 70.80, but still lacks in key areas such as clean and
renewable energy, lowering of greenhouse gas emis
sions, students graduating with environmental degrees
and policies that encourage investment in sustainability.
Discrepancies in these areas are what prohibit GVSU
from receiving the platinum ranking.

also will help agencies locate
seasonal workers who are not
living in labor camps.”
Huang began the devel
opment of the app as a cap
stone project for her CIS
657 class last summer. She
herself is an immigrant, and
she related the issues she
initially had trying to find
help to the same issue a lot
of farmworkers have, Pare
des said. Huang wrote the
code for Aghelp, and when
she needed technical and
functionality guidance, she
reached out to GVSU pro
fessor John Englesma.
Paredes has spent the last
15 years working in the private
and public sectors of different
agencies that affect farmers.
Paredes said this put him in a
good position to conduct the
app since he had gained a deep
er knowledge of what farmers
and farmworkers go through.
Afterward, he took his idea of
the app to Start Gardens 5x5
Night. There, he made it into
the top five after presenting
his idea for five minutes to five
judges. He earned a reward of
$5,000 to kickstart his app.
Huang and Paredes be
lieve the app is on the verge of
growing fast. They were chosen
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At the Lanthom, we strive to bring you the most accurate news possible If we make
a mistake, we want to make it right. If you find any errors in fact in the Lanthom, let
us know by calling 616-331-2464 or by emailing editoriaKaHanthom.com.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn is published twice-weekly by Grand Valley State
University students 62 times a year. One copy of this newspaper is available
free of charge to any member of the Grand Valley Community. For additional
copies, at $1 each, please contact our business offices.
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The Lanthorn is published on recycled paper and is printed with soy bean ink.
This means that our newspaper is entirely compostable Help us do our part to
be kind to the environment by recycling or composting this newspaper after
you enjoy reading It.
POSTMASTER:
Please send form 3579 to:
Grand Valley Lanthom
0051 Klrfchof Center
Grand Valley State University
Allendale, Ml 49401
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BRINGING JOBS TO THE PEOPLE: The app, which is still in beta testing, will bring together farmwork
ers and farm owners to find and recruit work. It is not yet available for download, courtesy | GVNOW
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CONSTRUCTION UPDATE:
The $500,000 brick-replacement
project that began this summer
on the Cook Carillon Tower is
ticking away and is expected to be
completed before the start of the
fall semester.

Pioneer

GVL | LUKE HOLMES
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“This app was initially
made to solve a problem,”
Paredes said. “Now, it has the
potential to be a business, and
I never saw that coming.”

want to go out to these different
events and take advantage of
these opportunities since their
biggest problem right now is
funding.

Clocktower construction

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT FOR 1-196/OTTAWA
AVENUE RAMPS SCHEDULED
A reconstruction project for the off-ramps on Ottawa
Avenue begins Tuesday, June 5, and will last until early
September. The eastbound and westbound Interstate
196 off-ramps will be closed for approximately two to
three weeks, and freeway traffic will be directed to use
the College Avenue exits, according to the communica
tions director of the City of Grand Rapids, Steve Guitar.
This closure is coordinated with the ongoing
Michigan Street resurfacing project, which aims to re
construct Ottawa Avenue between Michigan Street and
Hastings Street; reconfigure and widen the eastbound
I-196 off-ramp to allow traffic to turn left and use two
lanes to turn right onto Ottawa Avenue; make Ottawa
Avenue north of the off-ramp one-way northbound;
install a new traffic signal at the 1-196 off-ramps and
Ottawa Avenue; upgrade sidewalks and ramps to be
compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act; and
install a new water main on Ottawa Avenue.
The project will cost the city $1.36 million.
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to pitch the app at the Uni
versity of California, Berkley,
last month, being only one of
10 groups chosen to do this.
Paredes said he and his partner

GRANT
CONTINUED FROM A1

Many people are unaware
of the challenges these stu
dents
face.
Celebrations
such as Sibs and Kids Week
end, Family Weekend, and
even the excitement of go
ing home for break can be
very difficult for students
who have been in the foster
system. Parris-Bingle said
in these situations, the life
skills coach will be available
to accompany students and
provide extra support.
The program is also go
ing to give students the nec
essary resources for enroll
ment. Arnold said students
may be sitting off site think
ing about and aspiring to go
to college, but oftentimes
they don’t believe there are
resources or a place for them
on campus. This project
opens up that access.
Additionally, GVSU will
be working closely with the
Department of Health and
Human Services and other
colleges to market the pro
gram. They will also spread
the word through admis
sions recruiting, services
within the community and
social workers who work
with these students.
“This is about getting
(students who have experi
enced foster care) to college
and getting them through
college,” Arnold said. "Eighty
percent of students who have
been in the foster care system
wish to go to college; about
50 percent will actually en
roll. However, only about two
percent will actually gradu

ate. When a student is com
ing into college unaccompa
nied, there is just some extra
support that is needed when
trying to navigate things.”
If a student doesn’t know
how to make arrangements
with financial aid, doesn’t know
how to connect with an advisor
or is unsure about their major,
this program will give them the
resources to do so.
“I think this grant is par
ticularly important because
we are serving an unmet
need,” Arnold said. “We are
going to be able to respond
to a specific population with
very intentional efforts and
intentional training.
“I think that anytime you
are able to support a group of
students who have been his
torically underrepresented and
maybe not part of the domi
nant or majority population,
you have an opportunity to tap
into undiscovered potential.”
Jesse Bernal, vice president
for inclusion and equity, said
the central focus on student
success and enhanced access
to campus resources is es
sential to making GVSU even
more inclusive.
“GVSU strives to create an
environment where all stu
dents can thrive, including
students who bring unique
and diverse experiences and
perspectives to campus,” Ber
nal stated in an email. “This
grant provides opportunities
to support students in tran
sition from foster care and
enhances the support already
provided on campus by Stu
dent Services, Enrollment
Development, and Inclusion
and Equity for this commu
nity and others.”
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Bringing poetry to the people
New Grand Rapids poet laureate seeks to connect with public using words
BY EMILY DORAN
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM

Growing
up,
Marcel
“Fable” Price, Grand Rap
ids’ newly appointed poet
laureate, never saw himself
as a writer. In fact, he “was
originally failing out of
high school English class”
when his teacher gave him
the opportunity to turn in
pieces of creative writing to
earn a passing grade.
“So, I was turning in all
these pieces of creative writ
ing, ... and at the end of the
year, she was like, ‘Hey, have
you ever thought about writ
ing for a living?’” Price said.
“And I was like, uh, no.”

While Price may have
doubted his capabilities as
a writer, his teacher saw his
potential and sent him to a
writing camp where he at
tended a workshop run by a
poetry slam team and fell in
love with the craft.
Now, Price is a prolific
author and performer who
is involved in several poetrybased programs in the Grand
Rapids area. He is a member
of I he Diatribe, a group of
spoken-word
performers,
an official partner of Mental
Health America and the au
thor of the 2016 chapbook
“Adrift in a Sea of M&Ms.”
Price’s poetry is directly
inspired by his own expe

riences and struggles. In
it, he focuses on race and
identity, sexual abuse, and
mental illness, among oth
er topics. One of his most
recent projects was a You
Tube video of his spokenword poem “God Bless
America,” which he created
for Mental Health Aware
ness month this past May.
“I grew up in a home
rooted in substance abuse
as well as domestic violence,
and it has a lot of impact on
my writing and the type of
individual who I was and
who I am now,” he said. “A
lot of what I write is about
my experiences and the
things that I see around me,

BRANCHING OUT: Marcel Price, whose poetry reflects his own experiences, hopes to reach out to more
community members as Grand Rapids’ newest poet laureate, courtesy I kristen krueger-corrado

... and I write (my poems)
so when other people see
these things or experience
these things themselves that
they don’t feel alone and
they can navigate through it
and are encouraged to talk
about it as well.”
Although some of his
topics inherently target spe
cific demographics (people
of color, individuals strug
gling with mental illness),
Price thinks his poetry has a
broader appeal as a resource
for learning about the indi
viduals who struggle with
the issues he describes.
“In my opinion, (my po
etry) is not catered towards
any one demographic or any
individual because when you
listen to other people’s expe
riences, you can learn about
them yourself,” he said.
Price officially began his
three-year term as the Grand
Rapids poet laureate in April. In
this position, he is responsible
for developing poetry-based
programming and projects for
the Grand Rapids community.
Two of his specific goals are
“to get artists traveling outside
of Michigan” and “to utilize all
of (Grand Rapid’s) resources to
really get poetry to the masses.”
“This is a super big deal
for me,” Price said. “It’s even
more of an honor because I’m
the first person of color in the
city’s history to hold this title.
I’m the first person under the

age of 40 to hold this title. I’m
the first person without a col
lege degree to hold this title.
So not only is it important,
it’s important to me that I do
a phenomenal job and that I
take leaps and bounds farther
than other people have and I
reach so many more people
than other people have.”
The poet laureate program
is run by the Grand Rapids
Public Library and is funded
in perpetuity through an en
dowment from the now-de
funct Dyer-Ives Foundation.
The endowment of $160,000,
which is also used to fund the
Dyer-Ives Foundation Annual
Kent County Poetry Compe
tition, is administered by the
Grand Rapids Public Library
Foundation. Prior to 2012,
the poet laureate program was
overseen by the Arts Coun
cil of Greater Grand Rapids,
which closed the same year.
The paid poet laureate po
sition was first filled by Linda
Nemec Foster in 2003. Be
tween Foster and Price, there
have been four other poet
laureates, including Grand
Valley State University’s own
Patricia Clark, a professor in
the writing department.
Although a number of
accomplished poets applied
for the current poet laureate
term, Price’s talent, passion
and established commit
ment to promoting poetry
in the community stood out

to the selection committee.
“We had a number of re
ally qualified people that we
were looking at,” said Julie
Tabberer, coordinator of the
poet laureate program and
chair of the selection com
mittee. “There’s a lot of re
ally talented, really passionate
and thoughtful poets in our
city. And as they were talking
about all of them, we kept on
coming back to Marcel and
saying, wow, he’s already do
ing all of the work that a poet
laureate would do. It’s really
clear that poetry is his life.”
Given his background,
Price is also a refreshing break
from the traditional poet laure
ate pick. The selection commit
tee viewed Price’s appointment
as an opportunity to engage a
broader segment of the West
Michigan population that had
previously been underrepre
sented by past poet laureates.
“I really respect and ap
preciate what all of the poet
laureates have done, but
they have all (been) ... one
particular kind of poet, the
one that is more academic,”
Tabberer said. “But that’s
not all that’s out there, so it’s
good to be able to showcase
and highlight all of the dif
ferent types of poetry.”

GO TO:
http://bit.ly/2s7f4BW
FOR MORE INFORMATION

SUSTAINABILITY

One man’s trash
BY KAY?A TUCKER
tty£W$@LANTHORNQOM
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A few years ago, Grand
Valley
State
University
opened a surplus store in
downtown Grand Rapids
in order to reduce waste on
campus, recycle, and reuse
material and products that
weren’t being used anymore.
As of the end of 2016, the
GVSU Surplus Store has di
verted 205,249 pounds of
materials from the landfill, in
cluding scrap metal, e-waste,
plastic and other materials.
T his has been done through
donations and recycling.
“Our main goals are to bring
back in a portion of the original
costs of these items as well as to
increase Grand Valley’s sustain
ability efforts,” said Rebecca Ra
mos, assistant manager at the
store. “So majorly and mainly
waste minimization as well as
educate the GVSU and local
community about reusing.”
All products are from the
university, and they are tested,
cleaned and priced before they
arc put out to be sold.
The showroom expands
to include a large amount of
products, such as furniture,
exercise machines, electron-

distes, ol
fice materials; and much more.
RlMhos said the produets come
used from many departments
across the university and from
lost and found all over campus.
While many of the com
puters are a little aged, Ramos
said they will often get newer
products that were never
picked up in lost and found,
including a pair of Beats by
Dre headphones that are cur
rently for sale in the store.
“We do wipe and refur
bish our computers, and we
put a free operating system
on them,” Ramos said.
There are some displays
around the store that also en
courage do-it-yourself proj
ects, where employees provide
examples of reusing picture
frames and jars for candles.
A space in the back by
the employees’ office space
is a recycling area where
materials can be broken
down into 39 categories.
The store receives an an
nual budget of around $48,000
from GVSU, and whatever is
not used is put back in the uni
versity’s general fund. Many of
the store’s office and back-room
materials, including paper,
printers, computers and more,

anrattnjcycled and reused.
“Everything that we have
ustfttjjffc the operation of the
store has been picked up from
the university, including desks,
pens, everything,” Ramos said.
When departments have
materials they are getting
rid of, they fill out an on
line pickup form, and then
Surplus Store employees
schedule a property pick
up. Ramos said they are
currently in the process
of applying for funds for a
truck of their own.
This summer, the store will
be having Saturday sales, with
exact dates still to be deter
mined. Ramos said to follow
the Surplus Store’s social me
dia accounts and check in on
their website at www.gvsusurplusstore.com to stay updated.
All shopping is appointmentbased, except for open hours
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Wednesdays. The store is open
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon
day through Friday. Parking is
available in the GVSU Watson
Parking Lot across the street.
The store accepts debit, credit
and checks, and cash is only
exchangeable on Wednesdays.
Ramos said one of her
“role models” in the industry

GV Surplus Store repurposes, recycles
university furniture, electronics
is the Michigan State Uni
versity Surplus Store, which
servWirfiVfllBUw ispst Lansing
community and has a much
more expansive operation
built over time, having been
open since World War II.
“(In the future) we would
love to have space where we
could have customers come
and park easily,” Ramos said.
“Or even, maybe one day, a big
ger facility, somewhere that’s a
little more of a store front.”
Ramos hopes to involve
more students by bringing in
advertising and engineering
classes to teach them about
the store’s sustainability ef
forts on campus, as well as
encourage more involvement
from “green” student clubs on
campus. For student workers
at the store, it’s an eye-open
ing and unique experience.
“I felt like this was a great op
portunity to learn more about
the business field,” said student
worker Ty Witucki, a recent
transfer student and business
major at GVSU. “Really, this is
almost like an internship be
cause I’m learning so much.
I can dive into so many fields
here, from recycling, to Google
Analytics, to marketing, to just
selling products.”

ali these qey\t interesting elec
In addition, Witucki is
learning customer service ( tronics and stuff. You might be
just by working at thS; store , interested in a new bobby,”,
Overall, the store’s envi
and helping out customers.
ronment welcomes custom
Witucki encourages students
to check out the store for ers and employees to each
share a new learning experi
more affordable options.
“I think this is a great op ence about sustainability.
“It’s a community atmo
portunity for students to save
sphere,” Witucki said. “It’s not
money and fill their dorms up
with stuff they need,” Witucki just a job; we care about what
we’re doing. It’s important to us
said. “If you just come down
here and visit, you can explore and we like that about it.”

NEW TO YOU: Items from departments all over campus get sent to
the store where they are sold at a lower price. GVL I kayla TUCKER
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By Becky Oppman and Rachel Spring

Getting the
support they need
GV takes another step toward
helping disadvantaged students
rand Valley State
University
was
recently awarded
a $375,000 grant
to fund an initiative called
“Fostering Laker Success,”
a program designed to sup
port students who have been
in foster care. The majority of
this funding will go toward
hiring an independent life
skills coach to work with stu
dents. In its entirety, the pro
gram is designed to provide
holistic services to students,
both helping them with their
enrollment needs and work
ing to ensure their on-campus success.
In a sea of more than
25,000 students, it is often
easy for individuals, particu
larly students from difficult
or complicated backgrounds,
to feel neglected. This grant,
though, which was authored
by two GVSU staff members,
is a concrete example of the
university’s commitment to
actively work toward creating
a prosperous and inclusive
campus life for all students.
With such a large and diverse
student population, it is im
portant for GVSU to have
services that provide students
of all backgrounds with the
support they need to succeed.
The Lanthorn commends
GVSU for taking this, and
other, concrete steps toward
fulfilling its mission to pro
mote a diverse, inclusive,
welcoming campus. Doing
well in college can be difficult
for any student, but perhaps
even more so for students
from more challenging back
grounds. With this grant,
GVSU .is c^eatfy striving to
live up to its commitment to
y put students first.
This grant is just one of
many ways that GVSU ca
ters to the needs of its student
body. There are a number
of other campus organiza
tions and services dedicated
to meeting specific student
needs, including the follow
ing:

G

Replenish student
food pantry
The student food pantry,
Replenish, was established
in 2009 at GVSU and is lo

cated in the Kirkhof Center,
Room 0074. The goal of the
pantry is to assist students
whose financial situations
may compromise their access
to a proper amount of nutri
tional food. Pantry employees
encourage healthy food dona
tions, like whole grains, fruits
and vegetables. More infor
mation can be found at www.
gvsu.edu/ replenish.

Addiction support
groups
GVSU has a number of
support groups on campus,
including Alcoholics Anony
mous, Narcotics Anonymous
and Adult Children of Al
coholics, to name a few. The
University Counseling Cen
ter offers both individual and
group counseling sessions.
For more information, visit
www.gvsu.edu/counsel.

Disability Support
Resources
The mission of Disability
Support Resources (DSR) is
to provide students, faculty
and staff with the resources
they need to be successful
at GVSU. Not only does the
DSR provide support ser
vices to those who need it,
but it also strives to educate
the community about issues
related to disability. For more
information, visit www.gvsu.
edu/dsr/.

TRiO Student Support
Services
This is a comprehen
sive support program for
first-generation and limitedincome college students.
Students who participate in
this program are assigned an
adviser and have the oppor
tunity to meet with peer men
tors. The goal of this service is
to offer all forms of support to
students to ensure they have
a successful experience at
GVSU. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
sss/ for more information on
the program.
Thanks to GVSU’s abun
dant resources, students have
a plethora of options to find
the help they need, whatever
their situation.
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WHAT IS A LANTHORN?
Lanthorn is two syllables,
pronounced Lant-horn. It is a
lantern that was used in midto-late 16th century Europe. It
was constructed of leather and a

single lens made of a thin piece
of ox or steer horn. It was used
for illumination and as a beacon.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
slogan is: "Give light and the
people will find their own way.”

GVL OPINION POLICY
The goal of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn’s opinion page is to act
as a forum for public discussion,
comment and criticism in the
Grand Valley State University
community. Student opinions
published here do not
necessarily reflect those of the
paper as an entity.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn
aims to be a safe vehicle for
community discussion. The
Lanthorn will not publish
or entertain any forms of
hate speech, but will not
discriminate against any other
views, opinions or beliefs. The
content, information arid views
expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those
of the university, its Board of
Trustees, officers, faculty or staff.
Reader submissions on the
opinion page appear as space
permits, and are reserved
for letters to the editor only,

The 2018 federal budget and you
What proposed cuts to education would mean for college students
BY HUNTER RENCIS
ED! TORIA L@LAN THORN. COM

This past month marked
the coming of President Don
ald Trumps official 2018 bud
get proposal on Capitol Hill.
To the surprise of few, architect
of the spending proposal Mick
Mulvaney, from the Office and
Management of Budget, laid
out a $9.2 billion cut from the
Department of Education.
Effectively shrinking
federal spending on education
by 13.5 percent, the proposed
budget delineates the use
of those funds to pay for an
increase in defense spending
by a massive restructuring of
student loan programs and
grants, according to an article
from NPR. Headed by Grand
Rapids’ own Betsy DeVos, the
Department of Education has
recently been a flashpoint for
debate surrounding school of
choice and DeVos’ advocacy
for charter schools.
Before 1 delve into what
the Department of Education
budget decided to cut, and
what that means for college
students, keep in mind that
each presidential budget
proposal must make it through
both houses of Congress on
its way to becoming an official
budget, meaning it’s possible

all other reader-generated
content can be submitted to
the Grand Valley Lanthorn’s
YourSpace page by emailing
community(S)lanthorn.com.
Letters to the editor should
include the author's full name
and relevant title along with a
valid email and phone number
for confirming the identity of
the author. Letters should be
approximately 500-650 words
in length, and are not edited
by the staff of the Grand Valley
Lanthorn outside of technical
errors for clarity.
To make a submission,
email at editorial(3)lanthorn.
com or by dropping off your
submission in person at:

0051 KIRKHOF CENTER
GRAND VALLEY STATE
UNIVERSITY
ALLENDALE, Ml 49401
616-826-8276

WHAT’S YOUR PROBLEM?
HAVE A PROBLEM THAT
YOU NEED HELP SOLVING?
SEND US AN EMAIL.
EDITORIAU»LANTHORN.COM

that these propositions will
be fine-tuned by the congres
sional budget committees or
even expelled from the final
rendering of the 2018 budget.
However, the president’s initial
budget proposal is usually a
good indicator of what the
administration’s goals are.
If passed as is, the budget
would make cuts to the 2018
Department of Education that
will specifically affect student
borrowers and universities
alike. So even if you aren’t one
of the 42.3 million student
borrowers who received
federal student loans last year,
if you’re reading this, then
chances are you know some
one who relies on Pell Grants
or other types of federal fund
ing in order to attend college.
Under this expected budget
proposal, the Department of
Education plans to decrease
student financial aid available
to these types of recipients,
including subsidized or
unsubsidized federal student
loans (FAFSA), Pell Grants
and even Federal Work-Study
programs, by as much as half,
according to an article from
The Washington Post.
For those who don’t lean
on these types of assistance to
attend college, to gain insight
as to what this means, one

should first consider just how
many student borrowers and
grant recipients there are who
rely on federal spending from
the Department of Educa
tion budget. According to
the Student Debt Report, in
2015 there were more than 43
million borrowers, totaling up
ward of $ 1.3 trillion in federal
student loan debt nationwide,
and that number accounts for
about 70 percent of current
college students, according to
an article from USA Today
College. On average, stu
dents who graduated in 2015
left school with $16,929 in
total debt per student among
undergraduates. These figures
only account for student loan
debt the federal government
currently holds, but in fact
the highest expenditure from
the Department of Education
budget in 2015 was spent on
Pell Grants for families earning
under $40,000, USA Today
College reports.
Unlike student loans, fed
eral grants like the Pell Grant
do not have to be paid back.
These types of federal grants
are what will likely affecLthe
most number of students if
the budget is confirmed by
Congress. For example, 80
percent of students at Texas
A&M University rely on fed-

eral Pell Grants, and as much
as 88 percent of the student
body at New Mexico State
University does as well. Under
the newly proposed budget,
what can these students ex
pect next time they apply for
federal loans or grants?
Under the White House’s
budget proposal, the average
recipient of grants like these
will receive about $2,500 less,
and grants will reach fewer
students. As for student bor
rowers, the proposed budget
plans to reorganize its loan
structure among unsubsi
dized student loans, which are
already the most expensive
In the end, these cuts to
the Department of Education
spending could mean higher
interest rates for student bor
rowers and shorter repayment
periods, effectively driving
up the cost of college educa
tion for all those who rely on
federal student loans. House
and Senate budget commit
tees will need to pursue major
tweaks to the Department of
Education spending if students
are to expect any debt relief,
not to mention what may hap
pen to the 70 percent of college
students who currendy rely on
the Department of Education
spending for Pell Grants in
order to attend college.

When terror meets pop culture
Why we can’t give in to fear after Manchester bombing
BY ALLISON CANTER
EDITORIAL@LANTHORN.COM
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Pre-concert jitters are a
real thing. I get them every
time I go to a concert. It
doesn’t matter that I’m not
the one performing. There’s
just something about the
idea of a crowd-filled arena
that makes me anxious.
I think now I under
stand why.
At 6 p.m. Monday, May 22,
the doors opened at the Man
chester Arena where Ariana
Grande took the stage for four
hours. “One last Time” was
the ironic final song Grande
played before 22 of her fans
ultimately died and more than

50 were injured by a terrorist.
What will this mean for
the future of concerts? How
much will security measures
change? Will concert-goers be
subjected to far more invasive
searches before they can see
their favorite artist peform?
Music is the most im
portant thing in my life,
and this is where I find
myself defeated. I know
I probably shouldn’t let
my life be overwhelmed
by fear, but because I’m a
normal concert-goer, this
hits close to home for me.
These were kids, and they
were just going to a show.
For the first time in my
life, I am at a loss for words.
At first, it made me so angry

that nobody knew what to say.
I just kept seeing tweets, and
people kept saying, “I’m at a
loss for words.” My immedi
ate response was to think that
these kids deserved words,
that they deserved all the
words in the whole English
language because terrorism is
something that tears people
apart, and the music industry
can’t stand for that.
I thought that words were
what would begin to heal the
wounds until I found myself
struggling to contribute to
the #PrayForManchester
hashtag. I realized there
weren’t enough words, or the
right words, to convey this. It’s
something along the lines of
not knowing how to tell my

mom not to worry because
“they check your bags, so
nothing can happen” or “my
heart aches for Manchester,”
something the city has heard,
and Grande has heard and the
parents of the victims have
heard. I think the right words
are something along the lines
of “fear will not divide us.”
Music is too vital to push
away. It shouldn’t have a place
in the shoebox in our closets. I
spent the first five years of my
life singing into a round brush.
I spent the last two studying
pop culture in depth. And
though my hands shake at the
thought of the next concert 1’U
go to, fear will not divide us.
The show must go on.

The struggles of staying healthy in college
BY CALEB BAIRD
ED! TORIA LfaLAN THORN. COM

I’m not going to sugarcoat
this: .Staying healthy in college
is not easy. With such consis
tently busy schedules filled
with meetings, classes and
social activities, we often make
quick decisions on what to eat,
and those quick decisions are
often not the healthiest.
Honestly, we choose fast
food and snacks because
they allow us to keep
moving and stay working.
We fall into the routine of
picking those easy-to-grab,
extra-sweet and salty snacks
because they’re reliable.
More often than not, con
venience trumps nutrition.
We occasionally glance at
the calories if we are really
intrigued at how much we
are taking in, but we forget
about the trans and satu
rated fats and the immense
amounts of sodium.

Let me stop here because
I could talk all day about the
ingredients in foods. Lets
answer the real question:
Why is it so hard to eat right
in college, and how can we
make better decisions?
If eating healthy was an
easy task in college, there
wouldn’t be such a thing as
“the freshman 15.” It’s also
worth mentioning that you
can find fast food at every
corner of a college town. I
know I’m not the only one
who indulges in midnight
Taco Bell (it just tastes so
much better after 11 p.m.).
Of course, I also stay
up much later in college,
which provides me with
more time and opportuni
ties to get hungry and eat.
I know a lot of us have
also done the “bored eat
ing” thing where we really
aren’t that hungry, but we
don’t have anything better
to do than snack. Netflix
just isn’t the same without

a bowl of hot Cheetos,
Also, pop. Pop is killer. All
that sugar and high-fructose
corn syrup is so bad for
you, but it tastes so good. It’s
especially difficult to say no
when you’re looking for that
extra caffeine boost. I’ve pulled
many late-night study sessions
with the help of Coca-Cola.
Because of my busy
college agenda, I never
really prioritized my diet.
Last year, I decided that
something had to give, and
so I made a change. First,
I started grocery shop
ping. This alone made a
huge difference. I now buy
things like lunch meat, quinoa, vegetables, fruit and
other healthy snacks.
One of the biggest dietary
changes I made was eating
breakfast. Before last year,
that was the meal I most
frequently skipped. Now, I
eat either a banana or yogurt
with granola. Both options
are quick, easy and portable.

Water is also worth
mentioning for so many
different reasons. One is
that it keeps your body
hydrated, healthy and ener
gized for the day ahead.
Finally, I think it’s impor
tant to note that no matter
how many positive eating
changes you make, diet can
only do so much if your
body isn’t in shape. While
before I was only exercising
a few times a week, I now
work out every single day.
Even on busy days when I
can’t make it to the gym, I
try to find something active
to do at home or on the go.
This also prevents the temp
tation of bored eating.
All-in-all, being healthy
in college is not always
easy, but it’s certainly worth
it. You have to come up
with a plan and a solution
that is best for you and
stick to it. That’s what I did,
and I’ve never felt better.
• # ♦ ♦
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Fourth of July event
to honor Vietnam vets
BY TYLEE BUSH
TBUSHmANTHORN.COM

Each year, Allendale Char
ter Township holds a Fourth of
July celebration, and this year, it
is going to honor and celebrate
a specific group of people.
“The vision is quite
simple,” said Greg Dejong,
the chairman of the Ottawa
County Board of Commis
sioners. “Instead of having
a grand marshal for our
Allendale Fourth of July
parade, we have electively
decided to have a welcome
home to our Vietnam vet
erans this year. During
their time period, they
never got welcomed home.”
Dejong
pioneered
the
change to the annual event.
“Personally, I know some
Vietnam
veterans
who,
when they came home, they
were disgraced, they were
spit on, they were cussed at,
they couldn’t even get out of
the airport without changing
out of their military clothes,”
Dejong said. “It was a differ
ent time in our nations his
tory and a different war.”
Today, most veterans are
welcomed home with open
arms, but for the veterans
of the Vietnam War, this
was not the case.
“You can turn the TV on
and see our current mili

tary men and women com
ing home from service, from
across the country or across
the world; all of our men and
women serving get welcomed
home by somebody except
this one particular group,” De
jong said. “1 thought to myself,
wouldn’t it be nice if we pulled
the community together to
welcome these folks home?”
Adam Elenbaas, supervisor
of Allendale Charter Town
ship, said the organizers have
been raising awareness for the
event and inviting veterans to
be a part of the parade.
“We have been reaching
out to several organizations
to personally invite these
veterans to come out for our
parade,” Elenbaas said.
One of these organizations
is the Rolling Thunder and
Patriot Guard Motorcycle Bri
gade. This group focuses on the
prisoners of war, those missing
in action and the people who
don’t come home. Elenbaas
and Dejong visited their local
chapter to personally invite the
veterans in this group to the
event, and Elenbaas said they
received a surprising reaction.
“When you walked into the
room, it’s kind of your stereo
typical Vietnam biker group,
but many of these men and
women are Vietnam veterans,”
Elenbaas said, “We got done
discussing the vision that we

have for this parade and ex
tending the invitation to be our
guests of honor and be wel
comed home, and we saw these
grizzly bikers break down into
tears and give us hugs.
Totally out of character
for what you would nor
mally expect. Just kind of
gives you a feel for the im
pact that we’re having on
these people even before
the parade.”
Students in Allendale
Public Schools have been
crafting signs that say,
“Thank you,” “Welcome
home” and “God Bless.”
These signs will be distrib
uted at the parade route
along with 3,000 American
flags for attendees to hold.
Attendees are also highly
encouraged to bring signs
and flags of their own out of
respect for the veterans.
“We want them when they
come out to Grand Valley’s pa
rade route on the Fourth of July
morning and walk down that
three-quarter-of-a-mile
cor
ridor just packed full of people
waving the American flags,
having hand-made signs with
the (applause), the appreciation
and the welcome home that is
a stark contrast from what they
got when they came home ten
years ago,” Elenbaas said.
In addition to the pa
rade, festivities will be

GV to host annua
parade, campus
festivities

A PROPER WELCOME: Students from Allendale Public Schools created signs to be distributed and held
at the July Fourth parade to honor the veterans and ‘welcome them home.’ COURTESY | JANESSA SMIT

happening all throughout
the day. Janessa Smit, ex
ecutive director of the Al
lendale Chamber of Com
merce, said the day will
start with a pancake break
fast at 7:30 a.m. at the Al
lendale Township Hall for
$6 a plate. Next, the parade

will begin at 10 a.m. on the
Grand Valley State Univer
sity Allendale Campus.
Following the parade
will be family-friendly fun
in the Allendale Township
Park from noon to 4 p.m.
This free event will include
inflatables, pony rides, a

petting zoo, a classic car
show, an arts-and-crafts
fair, ninja warrior courses,
an airplane flyover and an
ice cream social sponsored
by the Historical Society.
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Holocaust survivor’s memoir back in circulation
GV’s first university-published book available on Amazon, Apple
BY DYLAN GROSSER
ASSISTANTNEWS@LANTHORN.COM

REMEMBER: Joseph Stevens (left) with professor emeritus William
Baum (right) in 2001. COURTESY | UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS

Grand Valley State Uni
versity’s first universitypublished book, “Good
Morning: A Life Story of
Courage and Survival in
the Face of Nazi Aggres
sion,” by Holocaust survi
vor Joseph Stevens, is com
ing back into circulation
for the first time since it
was published in 2001.
The biographical book
outlines the life of Stevens,
beginning with the rise of
Adolf Hitler in Germany.
Stevens was an art student
at the Federal Graphic In
stitute of Learning and Re
search until Hitler marched
into Vienna in 1938. After
that, he was a part of an
underground resistance in
Poland against the Nazis,
where he led raids, stole
weapons, hijacked trucks
and sabotaged Nazi plans.
He left for the U.S. in 1949,

where he went from Detroit
to Grand Rapids in 1956. He
then went on to start a suc
cessful business in Grand
Rapids called “National Cor
rect Color Services.”
Jack Stevens is the son
of the late Joseph Stevens,
who died in December of
2011 at 93. Jack Stevens
said when he was growing
up, his father would share
with him stories of his ex
periences during World
War II. He said his father
was troubled by the suffer
ing that he witnessed in his
life and the loss of his fam
ily to the death camps.
Jack Stevens said he
never got the full picture
of his father’s experiences
when he was growing up,
and he urged his father to
write some of them down.
He said his father was re
luctant at first, saying his
grammar wasn’t perfect
and that he was possibly
mentally blocking some
parts out as well. Jack Ste

vens said after his father
began writing, he slowly
got more into it.
The process of com
pleting the book took 10
years, and it was published
by GVSU in 2001 with the
help of Arend Lubbers,
GVSU’s president at the
time; writing professors
Roger Gilles and Daniel
Royer; and English profes
sor Robert Franciosi.
Joesph Stevens spoke at
GVSU in 1988 for a class
taught by the late William
Baum, professor of political
science. Jack Stevens said his
father never enjoyed speak
ing about his experiences but
felt it was his “duty” to do so.
All the proceeds from the
book go to the Joseph Ste
vens Freedom Endowment,
which funds lectures based
on basic human rights, typi
cally dealing with subjects
related to the Holocaust.
“(The endowment) is
currently a bright spot
and certainly supports his

memory,” Jack Stevens said.
Jack Stevens said his fa
ther thought the Holocaust
was always a relevant topic
because of repeating history.
“We’re seeing evil people
are trying their best to get
away with mass murder,” he
said. “Without the knowl
edge of what has gone on
before, it’s easier for them
to get away with that.”
Jack Stevens said he had
deep admiration for his fa
ther and his outlook on life.
“He was a man who saw
the world and always want
ed to make it better,” he said.
“He looked at each day as a
new opportunity. He was a
remarkable person in many
ways. He tried to change the
world for the better.”
Joseph Stevens’ book can
be found on Amazon Kindle,
Apple iBook, and Barnes &
Noble Nook. There is also an
Amazon Kindle print-ondemand edition.

ENTERTAINMENT

Grand Rapids summer festival season to begin this month
Celebration lineup includes annual, new events
BY DYLAN GROSSER
ASSISTANTNEWScDLANTHORNCOM

Summer is the hottest
season of the year not only
in terms of weather but also
in terms of the festival busi
ness in downtown Grand
Rapids. Ibis year, many fa
vorites are returning, along
with a couple new festivals
popping up in the Grand
Rapids and Allendale areas.
This year is the first year
the Grand Rapids Asian Fes
tival will be debuting its art,
culture, food and music for
the Grand Rapids commu
nity. The free festival will rep
resent multiple Asian cultures
with dance performances,
fashion shows, karaoke, mar
tial arts demonstrations, and
workshops for making origa
mi and using chopsticks.
The multicultural festival is
sponsored in part by the West
Michigan Asian American As
sociation. Executive Director

Minnie Morey said she’s ex
cited for the turnout of the fes
tival, which will take place Sat
urday, June 10, at Rosa Parks
Circle in Grand Rapids.
“An ethnic festival provides
a forum for educating the pub
lic about the culture of each of
the groups,” Morey said. “And
that’s what we want to do is to
help our sub-groups to come
out and show that they do exist
in West Michigan.”
This year’s Grand Rapids
Pride Festival will be continu
ing its 29-year tradition with a
week full of events leading up
to the festival Saturday, June
17, which will feature country
music artist and contender
on the “The Voice” Billy Gil
man. Pride week will kick off
with a candlelight vigil for the
victims of the Pulse nightclub
shooting, which occurred in
June 2016. More details on
pride week can be found at
www.grpride.org/fest.
The Grand Rapids Water
Festival will be inviting Mich

igan folk musicians to come
perform in the Riverside Park
in Grand Rapids Saturday,
June 24. In-between perfor
mances, speakers from vari
ous environmental groups
will be giving talks on local
environmental topics that
pertain to water quality. Do
nations to the festival can be
made and more information
can be found at www.grandriverwaterfestival.org.
The Grand Rapids Bal
loon Festival will start
Thursday, July 20, and go
through Saturday, July 22,
to conclude the summer
festival season. The festival
will be taking place in AhNab-Awen Park and in the
Hudsonville Fairgrounds.
Thursday’s show will be
free, but the shows Friday
and Saturday will be $5 per
person, although there will
be no charge for children
under the age of two.
LIVE MUSIC: Billy Gilman, a young American country artist, was the runner-up on Season 11 of 'The
Voice.’ Gilman is slated to perform at this year's Pride Festival. COURTESY I grand rapids pride center
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ARTS AT A GLANCE
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:new app allows viewing of gv art collec:tion online
Grand Valley State University features more than 14
thousand pieces of art across campus, and now, thanks
to Nathan Kemler. curator of collections management, all
of GVSU’s art is available anytime and to anyone with a
smart device.
The "Art at GVSU” app not only allows users to view
I GVSU’s art collection, but it also allows them to favorite
I pieces of art and share them on social media.
I The app is currently available free of charge on all
Apple and Android devices.
GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC MUSEUM OPENS NEW SUM
MER EXHIBIT
The Grand Rapids Public Museum (GRPM) is debuting
a new exhibit called "Mindbender Mansion" for the sum
mer through Labor Day.
The exhibit will feature puzzles and brain teasers
set up like rooms of a house, according to GRPM Vice
President of Marketing and Public Relations Kate Moore.
The 45 different activities that will make up the exhibit
can be completed individually and in groups. Moore said
the exhibit is intended for all ages.
I
The exhibit is part of a traveling exhibit put together
by the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry. To get
; into the exhibit, there will be a small upcharge of $2 for
; non-members.
GV FARMERS MARKET
Grand Valley State University’s staff members kick off
• the 11th season of GVSU’s farmers market Wednesday,
’ June 7. The market will run each Wednesday through
Oct. 11 from 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in Lot G on the Allendale
L Campus. The main objective is to create a place where
* local food vendors can collaborate with GVSU in deliver
ing fresh food for students, faculty and Grand Rapids
community members. Grill challenge samples for lunch
are seven dollars, and proceeds will be donated to
Replenish, the student food pantry, and the Children's
Enrichment Center.

Grand Rapids Pride Fest to celebrate LGBTQ community
BY TY KONELL
LAKERUFE@LANTHORN.COM

To commemorate June
being LGBT Pride Month,
the annual Grand Rapids
Pride Festival will be held
to honor and celebrate the
greater LGBTQ community.
There will be no fee to enter
the festival Saturday, June 17,
in downtown Grand Rapids.
The event, which will go from
noon to midnight, will feature
a selection of vendors and
booths, as well as music and
live drag performances.
The festival means differ
ent things to different people
who attend, although the
event serves the main pur

pose of allowing the LGBTQ
community to express itself
surrounded by people who
appreciate that expression.
“Pride is fundamentally
about honoring and celebrat
ing LGBTQIA+ history while
calling attention to the ongo
ing and changing needs of
queer and trans people,” said
Marla Wick, assistant direc
tor of the Grand Valley State
University Milton E. Ford
LGBT Resource Center.
Wick said pride events are
a place to put explicit attention
on the LGBT community and
the issues its members face.
“Pride always feels like a
party, and for good reason,
but its simultaneously about

EMPOWERMENT: The LGBTQ community encourages one another
to express themselves, courtesy | experience grand rapids

LGBTQIA+ people mak
ing themselves visible to the
broader community and
speaking up about ongoing
threats, injustices and ac
complishments,” Wick said.
Furthermore, Wick said
visibility aids people in the
community by giving them
an insight into their history
as a community.
“Pride celebrations are im
portant because they create
both a vibrant link with our
history and a space of visibil
ity and celebration,” Wick said.
“People can come together
and really see the strength and
beauty of this community?’
Members of the LGBT
community
regard
pride
events as a source of healing
after heartbreaking events.
“After the Pulse nightclub
shooting in Orlando last year, a
lot of us were afraid to go to gay
clubs and even pride festivals,”
said Tia Danes, a Grand Rap
ids resident who is planning
to attend the festival. “Coming
into this year, though, I want to
celebrate in memory of the vic
tims of the attack. I feel so hon
ored to be a part of the queer
community and have this huge
family that mourns and cel
ebrates together.”
Wick said GVSU’s pres
ence at the festival is an
important reminder of the
work the university does.

“The LGBT Resource Cen
ter has a presence at Grand
Rapids Pride every year, spear
headed by our friends in the
LGBT Alumni Chapter,” Wick
said. “Having GVSU be a vis
ible and supportive presence
at Pride upholds our commit
ment to creating welcoming
and inclusive campuses for stu
dents, faculty and staff’
For those who attend
events during Pride Month,
seeing the celebration of
their identities can be an
empowering experience.
“The first parade I went to
was in Buffalo, New York, and
I just remember the thrill of
seeing queer and trans people
being out and gorgeous and
loud,” Wick said. “This is a
powerful thing for a com
munity that is often subject
to tremendous pressure to be
small, quiet and invisible.”
Pride Month events can
also be filled with emotion
for those in attendance.
“Going to Pride for me
is about feeling connected
with my people again, seeing
all of these people unapologetic about who they are
and who they love,” Danes
said. “It’s very touching, like,
move you to tears touching.”

GO TO:
www.grpride.org/fest
FOR MORE INFORMA TION
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Girls Growing II Women celebrates another year of empowering girls
BY JESSICA HARSEVOORT
'

JHARSEVOORT@LANTHORN.COM

*

Alongside many highschool groups in West Michi1 gan stands a non-profit or
ganization, Girls Growing II
* Women (GGIIW) Inc. June
2017 marks the fourth anni
versary of the organization, and
' its members will celebrate their
time together and their mission
to achieve lifelong success with
* an anniversary celebration.
GGIIW will host its an
nual anniversary celebration
Saturday, June 24, in Grand
Rapids. The gathering will be
from 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and
will include dinner, live per
formances and a raffle.
Established June 2013,
the organization provides a
support system for females
ages 14 to 19. Based in Grand
Rapids, GGIIW is a preven
tative group whose aim is to
empower young ladies.
GGIIW’s goal is to further
young women’s education, help
them reach their full poten
tial and build their self-esteem
while serving the community.
Latasha
RobertsonCrump started the organi
zation to fill the high-school
program niche for on-track
female adolescents.
“The majority of the groups

targeted high-risk adolescent
issues such as teen pregnancy,
juvenile delinquency, expulsion
and more,” Robertson-Crump
said. “I also realized that not all
adolescent girls have a strong
supportive network to steer
them in the right direction.”
Robertson-Crump
ex
plained how young adults on
the right track still must over
come many risk factors that
may derail their path.
In addition to her own
high-school experiences and
observations,
RobertsonCrump also created GGIIW
because it is her passion to
work with young women.
“The young ladies of

GGIIW bring so much joy to
my life” Robertson-Crump
said. “So, I am blessed to be
a part of their journeys and
see all of their growth and
accomplishments.”
The organization meets
twice a month for two-anda-half hours with 10 months
of workshops and two
months of summer trips.
During each workshop,
the group discusses vari
ous topics such as iden
tity, healthy relationships,
self-esteem,
independent
thinking and etiquette. The
workshops are a judgementfree zone with guest speak
ers, college visits and lunch.

Setting up the meetings
every other Saturday can be
a lot of work. So, Reonna
McLemore, the GGIIW youth
president, helps to lead the
group and plan activities along
side the youth vice president.
One of McLemore’s favorite
parts about the meetings is lis
tening to guest speakers.
“I get to see someone like
me, someone who has faced
some of the same challenges
that I encounter and sur
passed them,” she said.
GGIIW members also vol
unteer for a required amount
of community service to
gain awareness and humil
ity. Through participation in

meetings and volunteer work,
the young women show dedi
cation and maturation.
“I slowly turned into a so
cial butterfly and became more
confident,” McLemore said.
In addition to becom
ing
more
comfortable
with herself and her envi
ronment, McLemore also
gained a group of “sisters.”
Robertson-Crump agrees
that they are a big family.
“We get together to gain
new experiences, focus on
self and look toward the
future while bonding with
each other and having a
great time,” she said.
Similar to the girls’ personal

development, GGIIW is also
expanding, and every year, the
organization holds an event to
celebrate its “birthday’ The an
nual anniversary celebration
highlights the organization
while honoring all participants
involved in GGIIW and pro
viding an opportunity to thank
supporters who believed in the
organization’s mission.
To purchase a ticket to the
GGIIW anniversary celebra
tion or to make a donation to
the organization, email infix®
gi rlsgrowing2 women .com.

GROOMING THE NEXT GENERATION: Members of the local Girls Growing II Women group, which is committed to promoting young women's education and self-esteem, pose
for a picture. The organization will host its annual anniversary celebration Saturday, June 24, in Grand Rapids to recognize their work. COURTESY I girlsgrowing2WOMEN.com

EXHIBITION

Grand Rapids Art Museum features ‘The Art of Rube Goldberg’
BY SIDNEY SELVIG
ARTS@LANTHORN.COM

“The Art of Rube Goldberg”
exhibit celebrates one of 20thcentury America’s most widely
talented innovators. It offers
visitors an intimate look into
the life and legacy of one of the
keenest and wittiest observers
of modem times, whose influ
ence continues to reverberate
into the 21 st century.
The Grand Rapids Art Mu
seum (GRAM) opened this ex

hibit in May, and it will be on
view until Sunday, August 27.
The exhibit, created by
GRAM Chief Curator Ron
Platt, was designed to bring to
gether never-before-exhibited
original works of art, preparato
ry drawings, video and related
ephemera, and to give visitors
an unprecedented opportunity
to witness the development of
Goldberg’s artwork and trace
his rise to prominence.
“We want to turn people
onto things that they don’t

know about but might be
interested in,” Platt said.
“We like to expand people’s
interests and ideas, not just
present the familiar.”
The first comprehensive ex
hibit of Rube Goldberg’s work
since the Smithsonian’s 1970
celebration of the artist, The
Art of Rube Goldberg conveys
all aspects of the artist’s 72year career, from his earliest
published drawings and iconic
inventions to his Pulitzer Prize
winning political cartoons and

beyond. The GRAM wants to
show how far ahead Goldberg
was from his time and how
work made in the last century
can still be relevant today.
“The Grand Rapids Art
Museum celebrates creativity
in its wide range of forms,” said
GRAM Director and CEO
Dana Friis-Hansen. “We’re
excited to present this delight
ful mixed media exhibition
at GRAM, which explores
the whimsical world of Rube
Goldberg and others who have

MIXED MEDIA: 'The Art of Rube Goldberg’ exhibit, pictured Wednesday, May 24, Is now on display at the Grand Rapids Public Museum. The
* exhibition, which will be open until Sunday. August 27, features original works of art by innovator Rube Goldberg GVi I LUKE holmes

been influenced by his work
nearly a century later.”
The exhibition begins with
a look at Goldberg’s early work,
with original drawings that
reveal the beginnings of his
comic style, then follows his
steady rise to fame as a nation
ally syndicated presence in the
1920s and 1930s. Throughout
his long career, Rube Goldberg
chronicled almost every sa
lient aspect of modern Ameri
can life. His work touched on
everything from fashion and
sports to gender, politics and
international affairs.
The exhibition concludes
with a vivid survey of Gold
berg’s output during his final
decades and with a celebra
tion of his lasting influence on
popular culture. A selection
of his late-in-life political car
toons traces the remarkable
coda of his long career, while
his enduring popularity is
underscored by such items as
the 1995 Rube Goldberg U.S.
postage stamp. This exhibit
explores the artistry and wit
that made Goldberg one of the
20th century’s most celebrated
and enduring cartoonists.
For a unique addition to

the exhibit, the museum has
partnered with the Ottawa
Area Intermediate School Dis
trict and Grand Haven Public
Schools to showcase the work
of students inspired by Rube
Goldberg. Museum visitors are
invited to interact with Rube
Goldberg machines designed
and built by these intrepid
young inventors throughout
the duration of the exhibition.
“This show is really ac
cessible for both adults and
children,” Platt said. “We have
these participatory games
where they can stop and play
and get creative themselves,
and at the end there are ma
chines that school children
made in response to the show.”
GRAM members and the
public can enjoy several events
and related programming, in
cluding the Member Preview
Party, drop-in tours and a lec
ture with Creighton Michael,
who conceived the concept
for the exhibition. Everyone
is welcome and encouraged to
come view the show.

D

GO TO:
www.artmuseumgr.org
FOR MORE INFORMA TION
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GVSU CLUB SOFTBALL
COMPETES IN NATIONAL
WORLD SERIES
TOURNAMENT
Grand Valley State club
softball competed in the
National Club Softball
Association World Series
in Columbus, Georgia, from
Friday, May 19, through
Saturday, May 20.
During the first day of pool
play, the Lakers went undefeat
ed with a 6-1 victory against
Virginia Tech, an 8-3 win over
University of Illinois and a 3-1
victory over the University of
Delaware Friday, May 19. The
three wins placed the Lakers as
the number-one seed.
The Lakers started day two
of competition during bracket
play on the right foot after a
10-0 victory over Northeastern.
But after a 3-1 loss to Arkansas
State and another 11-5 loss
against Ohio State, the Lakers
were eliminated from the tour
nament Saturday, May 20.
The Lakers finished their
season with a 22-6 overall
record. A representative from
the team said they have "high
hopes” to return to the World
Series again, as the Lakers
hope to return 14 players to
their team next season.

GV FOOTBALL RANKS
HIGH IN TWO PRESEASON
RANKINGS
After a successful 2016-17
season, the Grand Valley State
football team has high hopes
for the upcoming 2017-18
season. The team and staff
aren’t the only ones with these
high hopes, as two preseason
football magazines placed
the Lakers in the top three of
preseason rankings.
One magazine, titled "Street
and Smith's,” placed GVSU as
the number two ranked team
in the nation, one spot behind
two-time defending NCAA Dll
National Champion Northwest
Missouri State.
Another magazine, titled
“Lindy’s Sports," ranked GVSU
as the number three ranked
team in the country. This marks
the second consecutive year
and the 14th in the last 16 years
that the Grand Valley State
football program has been
a consensus top six team in
preseason publications.
A major reason for these
high rankings results from the
amount of key players return
ing to the Laker team. Star
returning players from last
season include quarterback
Bart Williams (3,334 passing
yards and 33 touchdowns),
wide receiver Nick Dodson (58
receptions, 864 receiving yards
and 13 touchdowns) and 39
other letterwinners.
The Lakers open the 2017-18
season at Indianapolis Thursday,
Aug. 31.

FINAL PUSH: Kendra Foley (above) is greeted with a congratulatory high-five after crossing the finish line. Foley won her first career track and field title, winning the
10,000-meter run (34:36.21) and providing the Lakers with 18 of the team’s 44 total points at the NCAA Division II Track and Field Championship. GVl I KEVIN SIELAFF

Continued excellence

GV women’s track and field claims second in national championship
BY BRADY MCATAMNEY
BMCATAMNEY@LANTHORN.COM

he Grand Valley
State Lakers wom
en’s track and field
team rolled into
Bradenton, * Florida, and
captured a second place
overall finish in the 2017
NCAA Division II Track
and Field Championships.
With 44 total points, the
Lakers finished one point
ahead of Adams State for the

runner-up spot. West Texas
A&M claimed the first-place
finish with 64 points.
The lady Lakers finished
in the top four for the eighth
consecutive season, a span
that has now seen six topthree finishes and two Na
tional Championships.
Senior Kendra Foley won
her first career individual
track and field title, taking
home gold in the 10,000-me
ter run with a time of34:36.21.
Foley also finished second in

the 5,000-meter run, clocking
in at a time of 16:26.52. Her
pair of top-two finishes tallied
18 total points for the Lakers.
“It was really exciting,”
Foley said. “Ever since I was
a freshman, I wanted to win
the 5K, and this was my first
year running the 10k. I’m
really excited I got to win a
track race in my last meet
ever. It means a lot to me.”
However, the most ex
hilarating part of the meet
for Foley was knowing

that her contributions pro
pelled the Lakers to their
lofty finish in the top two.
“(Scoring 18 points for
GVSU) was the most exciting
part for me I think,” she said.
“I get a lot of confidence and
purpose from doing it for my
team and going out and leav
ing a legacy behind. I’ll hope
fully be remembered for that.
“That’s what’s most impor
tant for me. The team accom
plishment means more.”
Sophomore Rachel Wal

ters finished second in the
800-meter run, timing out
at 2:06.72. Other Lakers who
tallied points to the overall
score were freshman Sta
cey Metzger (fourth in 5,000
meter, 16:28.71), junior Ti
ara Wiggins (seventh in 100
hurdles, 14.01), sophomore
Chant’e Roberts (eighth in
400 meter, 57.50), junior An
gela Ritter (eighth in 100 me
ter, 11.93) and junior Dajsha

T 'i. n ifodj brn, ladijyo) umi
SEE T&F | A8

BASEBALL

FORMER GVSU
VOLLEYBALL PLAYER
ATTENDS NCAA
CONFERENCE
Recently graduated Grand
Valley State volleyball player
Amanda Glaza was selected to
take part in the NCAA Career in
Sports Forum in Indianapolis.
Glaza received GLIAC AllAcademic Team honors during
her 2016 season.
This is the eighth year the
Career in Sports Forum has been
held. The event invites more than
230 student athletes who have
expressed an interest in a career
in sports and were seen as lead
ers on their respected teams and
on campus. The event provides
the opportunity for student ath
letes to interact with successful
individuals in the sports industry
and learn the responsibilities it
takes. The participants also learn
best practices for gaining em
ployment and gathering a better
understanding of what future
expectations will be once they
get a job in sports.
Glaza was one of just three
GLIAC students selected to take
part in the forum.
Last season, Glaza ap
peared in 23 matches and 78
total sets, finishing second on
the team in service aces (19),
fourth in assists (40) and fifth
in digs (219).

FALLING SHORT: Austin LaDoux (24) makes solid contact with the ball, delivering a line drive over the shortstop’s head. With the Lakers dropping the final game of
their season 7-5 against Tiffin in the GLIAC Tournament Saturday, May 13, the Lakers finish the season with their worst record in over a decade GVL | LUKE holmes

Highs and lows
BY DANNY SCHWARTZ

SPORTS(d>LANTHORN COM

The Grand Valley State
baseball team dropped the
final game of the season Sat
urday, May 13, to Tiffin in the
GLIAC Tournament, 7-5.
Right off the bat, Tif
fin jumped on GVSU as
their bats came alive right
at the beginning of the
game. Within the first
three innings, the Lakers
fell into a 5-0 hole. In the
fifth inning, GVSU bats
finally came alive when
they scored five runs
to tie up the game. Tif

fin eventually added two
more runs, while GVSU
bats went quiet for the
rest of the game.
GVSU finished with a
31-23 season record and
17-15 record in conference
play. It was well below what
they finished with in 2016
(36-18-1) and 2015 (34-18)
and even 2014 (39-13). It is
the worst record GVSU has
had in over a decade.
GVSU pitcher Ryan
Arnold was proud of his
team for getting that far,
but he still thought they
could’ve gone farther.
“We had high expecta

tions off the bat,” Arnold said.
“We had the preseason rank
ing of ninth in the nation. We
definitely had a target on our
backs being the conference
champs, and obviously we
didn’t live up to that expec
tation, so you can look at it
either way. For team expecta
tions, I think we were a little
disappointed in the outcome,
but if you just look at the team
in Division II standings. I’d
say we did okay.”
Arnold, who will be a se
nior next season, said the
team will have pretty much
every pitcher coming back
to the team except for one.

GV baseball team reflects on
‘disappointing’ final outcome
Sawyer Chambers. They’ll be
losing a lot of position play
ers, so the Inkers understand
there’s going to have to be a lot
of guys stepping up and filling
those roles next season.
Arnold said one of the
team’s biggest strengths was
that when they were on a
winning streak, they really
were able to take advantage
of that and keep it going. On
the other hand, one of their
weaknesses was that when
ever they got down, they got
really down on themselves.
“It was hard for us to
pick ourselves back up af
ter something didn’t go

our way,” Arnold said. “We
rode our lows a lot harder
than we rode our highs.”
As far as individual awards
for the team, three Ink
ers were picked to D2CCA
All-Region Teams. Relief
pitcher Matt Williams was a
First Team selection, whileArnold and outfielder Seth
Johnson were named to the
second team. Williams and
Arnold were also named to
the ABCA/Rawlings All
Midwest Second Team.
Outfielder
Keith
Browning, infielder/desSEE BASEBALL | A8
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‘Team Nine’

GV women’s golf places 12th
at National Championship
BY DANNY SCHWARTZ
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

TEE OFF: Alex Taylor during the breast cancer golf match during the 2015-16 season March 16, 2016. The
Lakers finished 12th in the NCAA Division II National Championship Saturday, May 20. GVL | EMILY FRYE
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Avery (sixth in shot put).
,,, “AloJ, Qiir.kkte came in
nulled 10-20 and performed
At a high, level ami computed
very well to earn the top ten,”
said head coach Jerry Baltes.
“Individuals usually want
top eight because they get on
the trophy stand. A couple
other athletes had amazing
performances too.”
Additionally, freshman
Allie Ludge finished 11th
in the 1,500 meter while
sophomore Lucy Buckholz

came in 16th in pole vault.
The Lakers were ranked
seventh in the nation head
ed into the weekend, yet
made it their goal to place
in the top four in order to
earn themselves a spot on
the championship podium.
“I’m proud of how the la
dies competed,” Baltes said. “It’s
great to see our kids continue
to compete and stay focused
and be tough over a three-day
championship and see them
compete for each other.”
Though Foley and other
key seniors have seen their
collegiate careers come to a cli
mactic close, the Lakers expect

to return 59 percent of their
NCAA Championship scoring
to the future 2017-18 group.
Baltes was proud of his star
runner for being able to earn
such an accomplishment in
Bradenton, and Foley herself is
satisfied with the way her time
as a Laker ended on the track.
“It’s definitely bittersweet,”
she said. “I’m glad I ended on
such a high note, but it’s hard
to leave. It was a bittersweet
moment crossing the finish
line of the 5K because that just
meant that it was finally over. It
was emotional and sad, but I’m
glad I finished on a high note
rather than regretting it.”

Every season, Grand Val
ley State womens golf coach
Rebecca Mailloux nicknames
her team with a number,
with the 2016-17 team being
“Team Nine,” the ninth team
she’s coached at GVSU.
“Every week, someone dif
ferent stepped up, and that was
one of the greatest things about
Team Nine,” Mailloux said.
One week it was Alex Tay
lor who stepped up. One week
it was Mackenzie Blomberg,
and then the next week it
was Maria Sol Pose, a GVSU
freshman from Argentina.
Mailloux
particularity
praised Sol’s performance
at the regional champion
ship as one of the biggest
reasons they made it so far.
“If we were to say what got
us to the national champion
ships, certainly it took a team
effort,” Mailloux said. “But Sol
hadn’t been in the lineup in the
two events prior to that, and I
put her in the lineup at the re
gional championship and took
a risk. She ended up finishing
first on the team and was 100
percent the reason why we end
ed up making it to the national
championship.”
Mailloux said the four play
ers who finished behind Sol
came up to her after the re
gional championship and said,
“Thank you, Coach, for bring
ing Sol,” because they knew she
had a huge impact on them ad
vancing to the national cham

pionship. Mailloux credits Sol’s
performance in the regional
championship as the standout
performance of the season.
The regional champion
ship win led GVSU to the na
tional championship, where
they finished in 12th place
out of 12 teams that made
it to the NCAA Division II
National Championship. The
championship was stretched
out to four rounds over four
days at Findlay Country Club
from Wednesday, May 17,
through Saturday, May 20.
In the opening round,
GVSU shot a 337 (+49). In the
second round, they shot a 319
(+31). GVSU then shot a 322
(+34) in the third round and
a 310 (+22) in the final round,
which was their best round
of the tournament. GVSU
remained in 12th place for
all four rounds and finished
with an overall score of 1,288
(+136). Barry won the event
with a 1,222 (+70) overall.
Individual leaders for
GVSU included Taylor, who
was proud of her team’s per
formance but still knew the
team was better than how
they performed.
“We did everything we
could to prepare ourselves
for the national champion
ship, and I know we wish we
could’ve done a little better,”
Taylor said. “It was just really
the first day that we dug our
selves into a hole that was too
hard to get out of. We still end
ed up being the 12th best team
in the country, so while we
definitely could’ve done better,

\

the season was still a success.”
Taylor, who graduated and
will not be returning next year,
believes that with new players
coming in and the team learn
ing from their mistakes this
season, they’ll come back next
year and be a better team.
Julie Guckian, another
GVSU golfer who has gradu
ated and will not be return
ing next season, said one of
the team’s biggest strengths
was their preparation.
“Towards the end of the
season we really worked on
our short game,” Guckian said.
“Putting, chipping and shots
like that. Going into nation
als we knew wed played that
course so many times, playing
there at least once a year, and
we knew the course pretty well
and what we had to practice.”
Mailloux believes that
their pinnacle of success was
actually making it to the na
tional championship and fin
ishing second at regionals.
Another highlight was fin
ishing ahead of Missouri St.
Louis and Findlay to advance
to the national championship.
Mailloux also believes
that while Team Nine may
not be the most physically
talented team she’s ever
coached, it is one of the most
optimistic,
hard-working
teams she’s coached.
The team returns to play at
the end of August, and Mail
loux is hoping that “Team 10”
will find even more success
than Team Nine.
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OFFSEASON: Matt Williams (7) takes a swing during the game versus Ashland Wednesday, April 12.
After a disappointing season, the Lakers have set high hopes for next season. GVL I kevin sielaff

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM A7

‘BITTERSWEET’: Kendra Foley runs during the NCAA Midwest Regional Championship Nov. 5, 2016.
The Lakers expect to return 59 percent of runners to next year's team. COURTESY | ALAN STEIBLE
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ignated hitter Austin LaDoux and Arnold were
named to the GLIAC AllTournament Team at the

conclusion of the tourna
ment.
Coach Jamie Detillion is
not making excuses, but he
knows where his team may
have come into some trouble.
“The standard at GVSU
is set so high, so looking at
it from a wins and losses
perspective is a little dis
appointing,” Detillion said.
“We had to deal with some
injuries that affected us.
We had five guys that we
couldn’t use this season for
either part of it or all of it.
So that was a big setback
right there.”
Detillion said that the
team is a year away from
playing again, but there’s go
ing to be some high expecta
tions for next season, as al
ways, because this is GVSU.
“As a coaching staff we’re
recruiting to bring in the
best players we can find,
strengthen our roster and
try to fill some areas of guys
we’re losing,” he said.
In the offseason, a lot of
players are taking part in
summer ball to get more
reps in while GVSU isn’t
playing. For some guys,

it’s about getting in bet
ter shape. A lot of GVSU
pitchers don’t necessarily go
through summer ball, but
they go through some work
out regimens to try to gain
arm strength or even im
prove their mechanics.
GVSU catcher Connor
Click didn’t think GVSU base
ball finished the season on a
positive note, either.
“Looking
back,
we
didn’t have a good year at
all for our standard,” Click
said. “The whole season
was on us. I feel we were
the better team against
anyone we played and
sometimes we just didn’t
play to our potential and
underperformed.
If GVSU beat Tiffin, they
would have faced Northwood in the title game that
Sunday morning.
“Our goals for next year
are to make it to the World
Series,” Click said. “We
have high goals, and they
can happen; we just have
to believe and have confi
dence. We have the talent,
and it’s just more of the
mental side of the game.”
♦♦
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GV alumnus publishes memoir
Bob Evancho writes about past university experiences in ‘Lost Lakers’
ing of his young life and ad him, but at the same time, he
was also very charismatic,”
miration for sports. But, as he
Evancho said of his former
approached writing about his
teammate. “He could be funny
time at GVSU, his story had to
and intimidating in the same
take a much more serious turn.
“The first part of the book breath.”
Johnson’s charisma eventu
is about my misadventures in
ally earned him recognition
sports, including my time at
GVSUT Evancho said “But the outside of the football team.
In 1974, he was elected as vice
next part of the book is Hooks
president of the student body,
story’’
the equivalent of
Reginald
student
senate
“Hook” Johnson
today.
attended GVSU
“It was meant to
“He just kind
in the early 1970s
of
drew people
and walked onto
just cover the first
to him,” Evancho
the football team
22 years of my life
said.
in 1972, the same
up until the time
Johnson had
year
Evancho
overcome
his
did Before John
I graduated from
previous arrests
son made his
Grand Valley ”
and convictions
way to GVSU,
to play at GVSU.
he had been con
While writ
victed twice for
BOB EVANCHO
ing “Lost Lakers,”
armed robbery,
AUTHOR
Evancho sought
first in 1966 and
out his old team
again in 1968.
mate. This led to
When John
the discovery that Johnson was
son joined the team, GVSU
football was a far cry from the back in prison, this time serv
program that now has the high ing a life sentence for his roles
est winning percentage in the in homicides from the year
1975. Johnson was found guilty
NCAAs Division II.
Johnson carried a reputa on four counts of second-de
tion on the team. According to gree murder and on one count
Evancho, “Hook” was someone of first-degree murder.
Evancho spends the final
who caught more attention
chapters of “Lost Lakers” de
than the average walk-on.
“He was a very intimidating tailing the discussions he had
with someone he had perceived
individual, an ex-con who had
to have turned his life around.
this kind of mean streak about

BY ARPAN LOBO
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

The Grand Valley State
University Laker Store will be
exclusively carrying a memoir
written by GVSU alumnus Bob
Evancho.
“Lost Lakers: Grosse Pointe
to Grand Valley-Cake Eater
Meets Convict,” published in
February 2017, will only be
available online and at the Lak
er Store.
The book combines a light
hearted recollection of the au
thors love for sports with his
experiences at GVSU and an
emotional reconnection with
an old teammate.
“Lost Lakers” is the fifth
published work by Evancho,
who graduated from GVSU in
1975 with a degree in sociology.
In the book, he tells two stories:
his time growing up in South
east Michigan and his discov
ery of a past acquaintance he
shared the field with.
“Initially, the book started
out to be a sports memoir,”
said Evancho, who spent two
seasons on the GVSU football
team as a walk-on in the early
1970s. “It was meant to just
cover the first 22 years of my
life up until the time I gradu
ated from Grand Valley.”
Evancho originally intend
ed the book to be “humorous
and self-deprecating,” a retell

“It was quite emotional,”
Evancho said.
After tracking Johnson
down through the Michigan
Department of Corrections,
the two started a correspon
dence through letters, phone
calls and emails from July 2014
until August 2015.
“The problem was that he,
as a prisoner, was only allowed
15 minutes per phone call,”
Evancho said.
Johnson also had very lim
ited access to email.
“Our interviews were in fits
and spurts,” Evancho said.
Evancho, a native of Detroit
who currently resides in Boise,
Idaho, visited Johnson in the
summer of 2015. Their reunion
was powerful.
“It was quite an emotionally
driven (interview),” Evancho
said. “He broke down, he talk
ed about what happened, why
it happened and how he’s tried
to make things right.”
Johnson is currently held in
the Detroit Reentry Center. He
has been serving a life sentence
since 1975. Evancho spends
two chapters of his book de
tailing his talk with his former
teammate.
“You’ll see it when you get
to the book,” he said. “The writ
ing’s emotionally charged and
the interview certainly was.
I’ve had people tell me that it’s a
very powerful part of the book.

Crosse Pointe to
Grand ValleyCake Eater -1%-—^
Meets Convict
a,***?

Bob Evancbo
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STOR Bob Evancho's book ‘Lost Lakers’ will be available for pur
chase at the GVSU Laker Store. COURTESY | THE MICHIGAN CATHOLIC

I’ll let (the readers) be the judge
of that.”
“Lost Lakers” will be avail
able at the Laker Store soon,

and it is currently available
through Amazon.com.

ANALYSIS

Column: LeBron James or Michael Jordan?
James surpasses Jordan’s playoff scoring record, sparking old debate
Cleveland Cavaliers defeated
the Boston Celtics 135r102 in
Game 5 of the Eastern Confer
ence Semifinals, advancing to
the NBA Finals in the process.
So, the debate ensues. After
the game Thursday, James was
asked almost exclusively about
the fact that he passed Jordan’s
record. James was almost
speechless.
“First of all, I wear the
number (23) because of Mike,”
James said. “I think I fell in
love with the game because
of Mike, just seeing what he
was able to accomplish. When
you’re growing up and you’re
seeing Michael Jordan, it’s al
most like a god. So I didn’t ever

BY DANNY SCHWARTZ
SPORTS@LANTHORN.COM

You might be asking your
self, “Another LeBron James
vs. Michael Jordan story,
huh?” or even, “Haven’t we
seen enough of this debate?”
Well, as of Thursday, May
25, another chapter has been
added to the saga.
The debate was reignited
when James surpassed Jordan’s
NBA all-time playoff scor
ing record, scoring 35 points
against Boston Thursday night
to reach 5,995 in his career.
Jordan scored 5,987 in his
postseason career.
In the same game, James’

theme
of the
month
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believe I could be Mike.”
All week, publications and
sports talk TV shows were
bringing up the debate. They
always forget one fact: No one
in the history of sports was
more hyped than James, and
he doesn’t get enough credit for
living up to it
Jordan didn’t have even
close to as much hype as
James. Not only did Jordan end
up being picked third overall
out of college in the 1984 NBA
Draft and not first overall out
of high school like James, but
he was brought into the big
gest spotlight in a completely
different era. For James, he was
coming into the league right at
the beginning of the internet
era. Everyone with the internet
could have an opinion and be
heard by the masses. Jordan
didn’t have that. James came
into the league at a time when
the spotlight was on players
more than ever. Everywhere
he went and everything he did
was seen and criticized. James
was under the ultimate micro
scope with people waiting for
him to slip up and not be who
they said he would be.
He was on the cover of
Sports Illustrated at 17 years
old, photographed in his high
school basketball jersey with
the words “Chosen One” in
bold as the headline. There was
even a memorable rumor that
a team in Italy was willing to
pay him $9 million to play for
them out of high school.
He came into the league
with every critic and scout say

ing he was going to be the next
big thing, and that’s exactly
what he became.
There’s a camp of people
that argues James will never
be as good as Jordan because
he had to “take his talents to
South Beach” and join up with
his friends to win his first two
NBA titles. Those same people

forget all the help Jordan had
on those legendary Chicago
Bulls teams, with players like
Scottie Pippen, Dennis Rodman, John Paxson and Horace
Grant The most notable
teammate James had in his first
run with the Cavaliers where
he never won a champion
ship was Zydrunas Ilgauskas.
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James has since returned to
Cleveland,where he won his
third championship and first
with Cleveland last year with a
supporting cast of Kyrie Irving
and Kevin Love.
Right now, when I think of
who is the “better basketball
SEE DEBATE | A10
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THE TRILOGY: The Cleveland Cavaliers’ Lebron James and the Golden State Warriors’ Stephen Curry will face each other in the NBA Finals for the third
straight year in a row. The Lanthorn sports staff makes its picks on which of the league’s best will win the rubber match, courtesy I sports illustrated

Lanthorn sports staff predicts NBA Finals between Cleveland Cavaliers and Golden State Warriors

Robbie Triano:

Brady McAtamney:

Danny Schwartz:

Arpan Lobo:

Cavaliers in 7 games

Cavaliers in 6 games

Warriors in 5 games

Warriors in 6 games

Lets get the record straight: The War
riors are going to win this series. They have
the most star power, offensive and defen
sive weapons, one of the best home crowds
in any sport, and—oh yeah, I almost for
got—they added Kevin Durant to an al
ready star-studded roster.
But I am part a man of pride and part
a man who hates everything about Kevin
Durant. I mean, who leaves the second
best team in the conference to join the
team that just eliminated them from the
playoffs? If you ask me, its a bush-league
move by Durant to chase the champion
ship ring like a “gold digger.”
With that being said, I want need to
see the Cavaliers defy another impossible
task for the second year in a row. The only
man in the NBA who can take down this
Goliath of a team wears number 23, and
his name isn’t Michael Jordan: It’s Lebron
James. He’s the best basketball player any
body my age has ever seen, and it’s time for
him to cement himself as one of the great
est athletes of all time. But the only way his
team can claim the rubber match title is if
teammates like Kyrie Irving, Kevin Love
and Tristan Thompson play to their maxi
mum potential to wear down the Warriors.

The Dark Knight. The Godfather. Star
Wars (thrice).
Audiences adore those pinnacles of enter
tainment, which come in packages of three.
Now, we add the Cavaliers versus the
Warriors to the mix. Golden State won the
NBA crown back in 2015, backed by al
mighty MVP Stephen Curry, firecracker
Klay Thompson and wild card Draymond
Green. The ensuing year, Cleveland famously
captured Part II (and their first title ever) af
ter being down—you know the story—three
games to one to the greatest regular season
teams in league history.
Now, fresh faces enter the fold, and more
is on the line than ever before in this historic
rivalry between two legendary squads. Will
Kevin Durant finally capture a crown after
controversially cruising out of OKC? Can
LeBron James silence the doubters and prove
that 2016 was no fluke?
Despite being the first team to ever go
12-0 through its first three series of the Play
offs, the Warriors will not have their way with
the Cavaliers (who were, by the way, a healthy
12-1 in their games leading up to the finals).
Unfortunately for the Dubs and their “loyal”
fan base, they will not roll over James, Irving
and company, and the Cavaliers will own the
third act of the legendary trilogy, cementing
James’ status as the greatest of all time.

When the buzzer went off in game 7 of
the 2016 NBA Finals, and the Cleveland Cav
aliers successfully came back from a 3-1 se
ries deficit to beat the Golden State Warriors
and win the NBA Championship, Golden
State leaders Steph Curry and Draymond
Green stayed on the floor and watched as the
Cleveland players celebrated. They wanted to
remember the feeling so that next year, this
wouldn’t happen again. The Warriors were
embarrassed. Curry, Durant, Green and
Thompson know they can’t be embarrassed
again, and they will have a killer mindset this
entire series. The team that wants this the
most will win it, and convincingly. For that
reason, the third straight Warriors/Cavaliers
NBA Finals will go a lot like the first one
compared to the second one. The Warriors
will shut the critics up once-and-for-all that
they’re the best team in the NBA.
Brendan McMahon: Cavaliers in 7 games
The Warriors are loaded and may be the
best team offensively in NBA history. There
are no holes in the Warriors lineup for anyone
except Lebron James to exploit. James aver
ages nearly a triple-double scoring 33 points a
game against the Warriors in the playoffs. Ex
pect a big series from not just James but Kyrie
Irving and Kevin Love. The Cavaliers’ lone
road win will come in game seven to knock
off the Warriors for back-to-back seasons.

The sad thing about this year’s edition
of Cavaliers versus Warriors is that one of
these teams will be remembered as losers.
The 2015-16 Warriors went 73-9, erased a
monumental deficit in the conference finals
and will only ever be remembered for blow
ing a 3-1 lead in the NBA Finals, and that
is extremely unfair. You can save the dia
tribe about participation trophies because
both of these teams are special. Going a
combined 25-1 in the playoffs is an insane
feat. Golden State didn’t lose a single game.
Cleveland, meanwhile, tossed all-stars like
Paul George and DeMar DeRozan to the
side as if they were mediocre competition.
Unfortunately for Cleveland, the Warriors
decided that the only way to improve last
year’s record-setting team was to add a
once-in-a-generation talent. I expect this
series to be an absolute slugfest, and Kevin
Durant gives Golden State just enough fire
power to take the lead in this trilogy.

DEBATE
CONTINUED FROM A9

player” and who had more
of an impact on the game, I’d
go with Jordan. In 10 years, I
might be giving a completely
different answer. James is only
32 years old, and besides tak
ing a couple games off during
the regular season (which is
a smart move in this day and

age but has sparked its own
debate), he has shown no signs
of slowing down.
James has won three NBA
Championships to Jordan’s six.
But when Jordan was James’
current age of 32, he had the
same number of champion
ships under his belt: three.
Although James said he
always wanted to be like
Jordan, he has grown into a

whole different player. James
can do everything: score, pass,
rebound, defend. He can bully
other players on the court and
dominate them like no other.
He is a complete player and
most importantly a great leader.
“I think the biggest thing
for me sitting here today after
breaking the all-time scoring
record in playoff history is that
I did it just being me,” James

said after Thursday’s game.
James starts his road to his
fourth NBA title and building
on his legacy Thursday, June
1, as the Cavaliers head to
Oakland, California, to take
on the Golden State Warriors
in Game 1 of the NBA Finals.
And whether he leads his team
to back-to-back champion
ships or not, he’ll do it just
being himself.

G.O.A.T.S: The Jordan vs. James debate of who’s better continues
with James’ new playoff record, courtesy | sportsmockery.com
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Announcements

Grand Valley Dentistry is
now accepting new clients!
Located within a few miles of
the Allendale campus,
Grand Valley Dentistry is the
perfect place to stop in and
get your smile looking great!
Schedule an appointment
today by calling
(616) 895-7400,
or visit
www allendaledentist.com.

Have you got something to
say? Put it in the Lanthorn!
We will post your
subleasing ads,
employment ads, and for
our student organization
ere in the Lanthorn. Send
what you want to say to
lakerexchange
@ lanthorn com I
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Like us on Facebook!
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Announcements

Housing

Come visit the John Ball Zoo
this summer! We have a
variety of fun events planned
that we know you’ll
enjoy, learn more at
www.jbzoo.org.

Housing

OR CALL

616-331-2460

Roommates

FOLLOW US!

* Hv
@GVLanthorn

Grand Valley
'Lanthorn

If you’re interested in
making a colorful splash this
summer, then look no
further! Artsy Jazzy offers
unique designs for various
products such as cell phone
covers, tote bags, beach
towels, shirts, flip flops and
much more! These items are
creatively one-of-a-kind with
appealing artwork from a
local Grand Valley student
who’s planning to be
showcased in ArtPrize next
fall. So, set the fashion
trends this season while
having fun under the sun
with a cool 20% off your first
order! Don’t miss out at
www artsyjazzy.com

Employment

Daily Deals Food Outlet will
be opening on June 12th in
Allendale on Lake Michigan
Name brand groceries at
overstock price! Visit this
locally owned and operated
business for your grocery
needs. Looking for a job?
They are hiring as well. Visit
http ://www ddfoodoutlet. com
for more information.

Looking for 2 subleasers to
take over my boyfriend and
I’s lease at Copper Beech
from now - end of lease in
July. Rent is $437 and
includes water, cable, and
internet The only other cost
is electric. We are willing to
give up both our
security deposits ($300 per
room) because we need 2
people ASAPH
Please email me at
jimenezd@mail.gvsu edu if
you're interested or know
people that are looking for
summer housing.

Looking for a female to
sublease my unit
immediately at Enclave
Apartments. The rent is
$638 per month, which
includes all utilities including
cable. Please contact me
aprilaction@yahoo.com for
additional information.

We're hiring for our new
Allendale location.
ddfoodoutlet.com/careers

In search of one more
female roommate to round
out our roommate squad!
We live in Campus West, in
the 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom
townhouses. The rent is
$465 a month, with utilities
costing less than $30 a
month We are 3 seniors
girls of varying degrees, who
are all laid-back, but still like
to have fun. Contact me at
cartshel@mail qvsu.edu or
at (989)854-2626 for more
info!
♦

♦ ♦♦

